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PREAMBLE

We, the membersof EmmanueBaptistChurchdo ordainandestablishthe following articles,to
which we voluntarily submit ourselves.

ARTICLE I: NAME

The name of this church shall be the Emmanuel Baptist Church.
ARTICLE Il: AFFILIATION

SECTION 1. Headship of Christ

We acknowledgeano ecclesiasticaauthorityotherthanour Lord JesusChrist,who is Headof the
church(Eph 5:23) andwho directsthe affairs of the churchthroughelderschosenandordained
accordingto the preceptsof Holy Scripture.The eldersthemselvesat all timesandin all their
activities stand under the authority of Holy Scripture.

SECTION 2. Mutual Assistance.

The church may and does cooperatewith other like minded churchesin mattersof mutual
interestand concern.We may seekthe assistanceand counselof other churchesn mattersof
specialconcernto us, but the decisionof no otherchurchor groupof churchesshallat anytime
be acknowledged as binding on this church.

ARTICLE Ill: PURPOSE

The purposeof this churchis to glorify the God of the Scripturesin promoting His worship,
evangelizingthe lost, and edifying saints.Thereforewe are committedto the proclamationof
God'sglorious Gospelof His gracethroughall the world andto the defenseof "the faith once
deliveredunto the saints"(Jude3), andto the pure andfaithful celebrationof the ordinancesof
the New Covenant."Unto Him be the glory in the churchandin Christ Jesugo all generations
forever and ever. Amen." (Eph 3:21).

ARTICLE IV: ARTICLES OF FAITH

We do herebyadoptasthe fullest expressiorof our faith the LondonBaptistConfessiorof Faith
of 1689.The ultimateauthorityin all mattersof faith, order,andmoralsis andmustbethe Bible
alone,as articulatedin the openingarticle of the Confessionitself. This historic documentis,
however,an excellentsummaryof "the thingsmostsurelybelievedamongus". We acceptt not
as an infallible rule or code of faith, but as an assistancego us in doctrinal definition, a
confirmationin faith, and a meansof edification in righteousnessHere the membersof our
churchwill havea body of theologyin compactform andby meansof Scripturalproofswill be
ready to give a reason for the hope that is in them (I Pet 3:15).




ARTICLE V: MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1. Requisites for Membership.

Any personwho professesrepentanceoward God and faith in our Lord JesusChrist, who
manifestsa life transformedby the powerof Christ, who hasbeenbaptizedupon professionof
his faith, who manifestsa willingnessto be taughtandsubstantiahgreementvith whathe or she
alreadyknows concerningthe church'sdoctrine,andwho is willing to submitto its government
shall be eligible for membershipin it. (Acts 26:20; 20:21; Eph 2:810; Heb 13:17; Matt
28:19,20).

SECTION 2. Types of membership.

Eachmemberof the churchis acknowledgedo form a vital part of the body and to havea
particularfunction in the life of that body (I Cor 12:1427). Practicalconsiderationdiowever,
require that certain distinctions be recognized in the membership of this church.
Paragraph A. Regular Members. All who are receivedinto the membershipof the church
accordingto the proceduresset forth in Section3 of this Article, who continuein regular
attendanceat the statedmeetingsof the church,and who do not come under the corrective
discipline of the churchassetforth in Article VI, shall be consideredegularmembersn good
standing and entitled to all the rights and privileges of membership in the church. (Act3R:37
Paragraph B. Membershipunder Special Circumstances Regularmemberswho move away
from our areaand who cannotfind anotherlocal churchwith which they can conscientiously
unite will, at their requestbe retainedas membersof this church.Suchpersonanustmaintain
regularcommunicatiorwith the eldersin orderto maintaintheir membershipn it. Nevertheless,
they areurgedto diligently seeka churchwith which they canunite elsewhereSucha member
shallnot be allowedto votein any congregationameetingof the church.At the discretionof the
elders,suchmembershipmay also be grantedto invalids, Christianworkersand otherswhose
relationto the churchinvolvesunusualcircumstancesMembersof otherchurchesvho cometo
live in our areafor alimited periodof time (e.g.,studentsmilitary personnelpersonson special
work assignmentsinay be receivedinto or removedfrom the membershipf the churchon the
same basis and in the same manner as personswho have permanentresidencein our
geographicalarea. Such a personneednot be releasedfrom the membershipof his "home
church” but will be regardedas a memberwhile in our midst, enjoying all the privileges,
performingall the duties,andsubmittingto all the responsibilitiesof regularmembershipWhen
sucha personterminatedhis periodof temporaryresidencehewill bereleasedo the fellowship
of his "home church"and no longer be regardedas a memberof this church (compare:Acts
18:27;Rom 16:1,2; 1l Cor 3:1f; Col 4:10; lll John5 10). If suchpersonsdecideto live in our
areapermanentlyandto endtheir membershipn their former"homechurch,"they may request
to be regardedas a regularmemberof this church. Suchregularmembershipwill beginonce
their membershign their former "nome church”hasended.A letter will be sentto the "home
church"informing it of the new statusof all who beginor endsuchspecialmembershign this
church.

SECTION 3. Procedures in the Reception of New Members.

ParagraphA. Application for Membership.A personwho desiresto becomea memberof this
churchshouldapply to the eldersandrequestto be interviewedby them. During the interview
the elderswill seekto determinewhetherthatpersonhasa credibleprofessionof faith in Christ,




hasbeenscripturally baptized,is in substantiabgreemenwith the doctrinesof the church,and
intends to give wholehearted support to its ministries and submit to its discipline.
ParagraphB. Current Membersof Other Churches.If theapplicantis or hasbeena memberof
anotherchurch,specialeffort will be madeto determinethe person'standingin thatchurchand
his reasondor leaving.At the discretionof the elders,a letter of inquiry concerninghe person's
standingmay be sentto that church before his acceptanceas a memberin this churchis
determinedReceptionby transferdoesnot negateany of the requisitesfor becominga member
in this assembly.

ParagraphC. CongregationalResponsibility If the eldersare satisfiedthatthe applicantmeets
the requisitesfor membershipthey shall announcethe sameto the congregationat a stated
meetingof the church. The applicantsnamewill be announcedt leastthree (3) consecutive
Lord's Days at statedmeetingsof the church. This time will be allowed for objectionsor
guestiongo beraisedby any memberconcerninghe applicant'snannerof life or doctrine.lf no
objectionis raisedwhich the eldersconsiderto bevalid, the personwill be publicly receivedinto
membershifat a statedmeetingof the church.The eldersmay postpondhereceptionof a person
into the membershipntil properinvestigationcanbe madeconcerningobjectionswhich in their
judgment,n thelight of Scripture aresufficiently serious(Matt 3:6 12; Acts 9:26,27;| John4:1;
Rev 2:2).

SECTION 4. Termination of Membership.

ParagraphA. By PhysicalDeath. Whena memberof the churchis removedfrom our midstby
death, his name shall automatically be removed from the membership roll.

ParagraphB. By Transfer. Whenit is sorequestedthe eldersmay grantto a departingmember
in goodstandinga letter of dismissalto the fellowship of anotherchurch.No suchletter may be
givento a memberwho is at the time underthe correctivediscipline of this church.The elders
may refuseto granta letter of transferto any churchwhichis in their judgmentdisloyalto "faith
which wasoncefor all deliveredunto the saints"(Jude3) or which doesnot exercisegodly care
over its members.

Paragraph C. By Dismission.Occasionally a person'smembershipnay needto be terminated
undercircumstancesvhich make both transferand correctivediscipline inappropriateln such
circumstancea membermay be dismissedDismissionmay be initiated eitherby the requesbf
a memberto the elders,or by the eldersthemselvesvhen a memberceased¢o maintainvital
contactwith this church.In eithercase thefinal decisionregardingthe actionof dismissionwill
lie with the elders.Churchmembershigs a very seriousmatter. Members,therefore,shall be
dismissedonly after due inquiry and admonition by the elders, wheneversuch contactis
possible Beforeanyindividual is dismissedthe churchshallbe informedof the intentionof the
eldersto dismissthe individual. This information must include the groundsfor the proposed
dismission A suitableperiodof time following the announcemerghall be given for the church
to privately raiseconcernswith the elders.After due consideratiorof suchconcernsthe elders
may proceedwith dismission Whenpossible they shall senda letterto the dismissedndividual
informing him of his dismission.The eldersshall subsequentlzommunicateo the churchthat
the personhasbeendismissedlf onewho hasbeendismissedappliesagainfor membershipthe
normalprocedureshall be followed assetforth in Sectionthree(3) of this Article. Dismission
may be warranted for any of the following reasons:

(a) A member in good standing concludes that he is not truly saved.




(b) A memberin goodstandingwishesto terminatehis membershigor reasonghatdo not

impugn his Christian profession.

(c) A memberceasego maintainvital contactwith this churchdueto relocationor other

unique circumstances.
Paragraph D. By Excommunication. According to the teaching of Holy Scripture a
congregatioimustcut off from its fellowshipandvisible membershi@any persorwho teache®or
insistson holding falseandhereticaldoctrine,who blatantlyandpersistentlyconductshimselfin
a mannerinconsistentwith his Christianprofessionor who persistsin disturbingthe unity and
peaceof the churchandis unwilling to settledifferenceson Scripturalgrounds(Matt 18:1518; |
Cor 5:1f; Rom 16:17; Il Thess3:6; Titus 3:10,11). The procedureto be followed in such
excommunication is set forth in Article VI, Section 2 of this Constitution.
SECTION 5. Conduct Required of Members.
ParagraphA. Attendanceat StatedMeetings.All regularmembersareexpectedo attendall the
stated meetingsof the church unless providentially hindered (by illness, accident, unusual
working conditions, and other such extenuatingcircumstances)The stated meetingsof the
churchareall the serviceson the Lord's Day (the Sundayschool,morningandeveningworship
service),the mid week prayer meeting,the congregationameetings,and any specialmeetings
which the eldersshall occasionallydeemit necessaryo call. (Heb 10:2425; Acts 2:42; Matt
18:20)
ParagraphB. Meansof Grace.Thechurchexpectdts memberdo makeuseof thevariousother
meansof gracewhich are availableto them suchas the regularreadingof the Bible, private
prayer,family worship,anda properreverencdor observancef the Lord's Day. (Ps1:2; Col
4:12; Deut 6:47)
Paragraph C. Tithing and Financial Support Since it is clearly taught in Scripture that
Christiansshould financially supportthe work of the Lord by systematicand proportionate
giving madethroughthelocal church(Mal 3:8 10;1 Cor 16:1,2;11 Cor8; 9), all themembersare
expectedto conform to this rule of Scripture.The tithe (10 percentof one'sincome)is not
imposedon the peopleof Godasatax, butis stronglyurgeduponeachmemberasanexpression
of worshipandthe biblical norm for basicgiving, to which shouldbe addedgifts and offerings
according to one's ability and the willingness of one's heart (Il Cdy; &% 36:27).
Paragraph D. Family Life. The church expectsits membersto obey the teachingsof the
Scripturesn respecto family life andgovernmentAs the God appointecheadof thefamily, the
husbandmust rule over the householdwith gentlenessand love but also with wisdom and
firmness(Eph 5:25ff; | Tim 3:4,5). The wife mustbe in subjectionto her husbandn all things
accordingto the rule of Scripture (Eph 5:2224; | Pet 3:1). The husbandwith the wife must
"nurture their childrenin the chasteningand admonitionof the Lord" (Eph 6:14), by settinga
godly examplebeforethem, by instructingthem consistentlyin the Scriptures,and by loving,
wise, and firm discipline.
ParagraphE. Relationshipsand Ministries. Inasmuchasthe churchis representedh Scripture
as a body having many memberseachof the membershavingits particularfunction and yet
havinga concernfor the healthandprotectionof thewhole (I Cor12:1227; Eph4:4,1116), this
churchexpectghateachof its memberswill strivefor the goodof the entirebody. The members
mustactively seekto cultivate acquaintancevith oneanotherso thatthey may be betterableto
pray for oneanother;love, comfort,andencourag®neanother;andhelp oneanothematerially




asnecessitymay require. They mustrefrain from speakingill of oneanother.(Heb 12:15;Eph
4:2932; Il Thess 3:45)
ParagraphF. Evangelism.It is the duty of every Christianindividually andasa memberof a
local churchto laborfor the extensiorof the kingdomof Godbothat homeandto the endsof the
earth.Therefore everymemberof this churchis expectedorayerfully to recognizeandto seize
everyopportunityto bearwitnessto his faith in Christ, both by consistenChristianconductand
by the testimony of his lips (Matt 28:19,20; Acts 1:8; | Pet 3:15; Col 4:5,6).
Paragraph G. Sin. Each memberof the churchis requiredto renderin his daily life loyal
obedienceo all the moral preceptsestablishedn the Word of God (Rom 8:3,4).1f God hasnot
condemnear forbiddena practicein His Word, a Christianis at liberty to participatein it. The
following principles must always guide the Christian's exercise of liberty:
1. Love of God As the servantof Christ,all actionsmustbe movedby a motive of love to
God, andall objectsmustbe usedfor His glory. Theterm"liberty" is oftenusedasa cloak
of malicious selindulgence, which is sin (I Cor 10:31; | Tim 4:4,5; | Pet 2:15,16).
2. Love of the brethren Thoughno manmay dictatethe Christian'sconsciencethe welfare
of fellow saintsmustalwaysdeeplyaffecthis decisionsln a spirit of servingthe brethren,
he mustdo that which he judgeswill edify themand preventtheir stumbling(Gal 5:13; |
Cor 10:23; |1 Cor 8:9).
3. Compassiorfor sinners Use of liberty must always be regulatedby its effect upon
sinners,and the behaviorchosenmust be that which is mostlikely to win some(l Cor
9:1922).
4. Watchfulnessover the soul Thoughfree in conscienceo useall of God's creation,
carefulnessn practiceis demandedbecausef remaininglusts.Wherethe Christianjudges
himselfweakthroughlust, he mustabstainin orderto perseverdl Cor 9:2327; Gal 5:13;
James 4:17; Rom 13:14; 14:22,23).
ParagraphH. Submissionto Oversight.All who comeinto the membershipf this churchare
expectedo recognizeandsubmitto the scripturalauthoritydepositedn the eldersof this church.
This responsibilitywill includewillingly schedulingan oversightmeetingwith anelder(s)when
requested (I Cor 16:15,16; | Thess 5:12,13; Heb 13:7,17).

ARTICLE VI: CHURCH DISCIPLINE

SECTION 1. Formative Discipline.

Formative discipline is that normal instruction, encouragementadmonition, correction or
reproof which occursin the life of the church as the body ministersone to another(l Cor
12:1227), throughmutual submissioroneto another(Eph 5:21) andthroughsubmissiorto the
ministry andrule of the overseersvhomthe Lord hassetover His church(l Pet5:5). Goduses
suchdisciplineto conformus (thus"formative") into theimageof the Son(Rom 8:29), resulting
in the sanctification of each memberindividually and of the whole body of the church
collectively (Eph 4:1116).

SECTION 2. Corrective Discipline.

ParagraphA. General Statement.Thereare occasionshowever,whenone'sfailure to respond
to this formative discipline makesthe application of corrective discipline necessarySuch
discipline becomesnecessarywhen heretical doctrine or disorderly or scandalousconduct
appearsamongthe membersf the church.In all suchcasegeasonablefforts mustbe madeto
resolvedifficulty, correcterror,andremoveoffensethroughcounselandadmonitionbeforemore




drasticstepsaretaken(Gal 6:1; Jame$:19,20).The principlesgivento usin Matthew18:15,16;
| Corinthians5:113; Romans16:1720; Il Thessalonian8:615; | Timothy 5:19,20;Galatians
6:1 and Il Timothy 2:2426 must be carefully followed in all casesof corporatediscipline.
Correctivediscipline always has for its aim the glory of God, the welfare and purity of the
church,andtherestoratiorandspiritual growth of the offender.Whenadmonitionis not heeded,
suspensiof someof the privilegesof membershipnay needto beimposedandif this measure
fails, excommunicatiorfrom the membershipf the churchmay be necessaryAll the members
of the churchare obligedto submitto and enforceasappropriatethe decisionof the churchin
acts of corrective discipline.
Paragraph B. Suspension.
1. Any conducton the partof a membemwhich disturbsthe peaceof the churchor damages
its testimonymay requirethat the offending brotheror sisterbe debarredoy action of the
eldersfrom patrticipatingin certainactivities of the churchaccordingto the gravity of the
offense. A suspensiorshall be announcedo the congregationby the eldersand shall
remainin force until the suspendeanembergivesevidenceof true repentance&ndchange
of conductWhena suspendedhnembercanberestoredo full fellowship,this shallalsobe
announcedo the congregatiorby the elders.While a memberis undersuchdiscipline,he
shall be treatedby the congregatioraccordingto the directionsgivenin Il Thessalonians
3:615. Although sucha personis consideredo be walking disorderly, he muststill be
regarded as a member and not cut off from the church.
2. If a memberhas sinned publicly but shows hopeful signs of repentancejncluding
submissiorto the admonitionof the elders,it may still be necessaryo suspenchim for a
time from someof the privilegesof membershigestreproachbe broughtuponthe church,
lestothersbe emboldenedo sin, andlestthe offenderhimselffail to testhis own souland
realizethe gravity of his offense.Thosewho humbly submitto theimposeddisciplineshall
afterwardsbe wholly forgiven and publicly receivedback into full fellowship of the
church.
3. In the casewherea personis accusedr suspectedf grosssin andabsentdiimselffrom
the congregationrefusingto meetwith eldersthat the matter may be investigatedthe
elders shall announceto the congregationthat the personis suspendedfrom the
membershipand suchsuspensiorshall continuein force aslong asthe conditionsgiving
rise to it continue.
Paragraph C. Excommunication. Excommunicationis the strongeststatementof church
disciplineandis thefinal actof correctivediscipline.It shallbe enactedScripturallyasanactof
the churchtoward a memberwho teacher insistson holding false or hereticaldoctrine,who
blatantlyor persistentlyconductshimselfin a mannernnconsistentwith his Christianprofession,
or who persistsin disturbingthe unity and peaceof the church(Tit 3:10,11;Rom 16:17,18).
Excommunication must be enacted in the following cases:
1. Suspendednemberswho have persistedin unrepentantsinful behaviormay, by the
decision of the elders, have their status reviewed and be dealt with as in item #2 below.
2. Sometypesof conductmust be categorizedas "immoral” (I Cor 5:911; 6:9,10; Gal
5:16ff) and a memberguilty of suchconductmustbe cut off from the fellowship of the
church(l Cor 5:35; Matt 18:17).In sucha casethe eldersshall make earnestefforts to
bring the offenderto true repentanceand reformation,but if theseefforts fail, they shall
reportthe sameto the congregatiorat a regularor speciallycalledbusinessneetingof the



church and recommendthat the offender be excommunicated which must be done,
accordingto Scriptureby actionof the entirechurch(Matt 18:17;1 Cor 5:4). To bevalid,
an act of excommunicatiormusthavethe approvalof at leasttwo thirds of the members
present and voting.
3. Likewise, somewrong opinionsregardingthe doctrinesof Scriptureare so seriousthat
they mustbe categorizedas"heretical"(Gal 1.6 9; | Tim 4:1), anda memberwho persists
in propagatingor holdinganysuchopinion,in spiteof earnesaindpatientadmonition,shall
be dealt with in the same manner as an immoral person.
Paragraph D. Restoration It is the duty of the churchto forgive and restoreto membership
thosepersonswho give satisfactoryevidenceof being penitent(ll Cor 2:6 8). The eldersmay
review the statusof thosewho have beenexcommunicatear suspendedo judge whetherthe
aimsof thedisciplinehavebeenaccomplishedSuchactionis to bereportedto the church.Upon
recommendationof the elders, the congregation shall have the right to restore an
excommunicatethemberby atwo thirdsvote of the membergpresentandvoting ataduly called
congregationameeting.Suchrestorationdoesnot automaticallyinclude restorationto offices
previouslyheld. Futureservicein an office will be determinedaccordingto Article VIl of this
constitution.

ARTICLE VII: ORDINANCES

SECTION 1. General Statement.

Therearetwo ordinancesvhich our Lord hascommandedis to observe namelyBaptismand
the Lord's Supper.Neither of them hassavingmerit, nor is any graceimpartedto the recipient
throughthe water of Baptismor the breadand cup of the Supper.Theseordinancesare not

meansof "specialgrace",but they are"specialmeansof grace"and powerful aidsto the faith of

the believers who participate in them.

SECTION 2. Baptism.

Paragraph A. Administration. Only confessedlisciplesof our Lord JesusChrist are proper
candidatedor Baptism, and all such personsshould be baptized(Acts 2:38). Believing that
Baptismis the God ordaineddoor of entranceanto the visible communityof the peopleof God,

we shall receiveinto membershipof the churchonly thosewho have beenbaptized"into the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Matt 28:19).

ParagraphB. SpecialCircumstancesOccasionallya genuinebelieverin the Lord JesuChrist
whosebaptismis markedby irregularitiesof modemay apply for membershipn this church.lIt

is accordingto the mind of Christ that a believer who was baptizedby a mode other than
immersionshouldbe immersedasa believer.Occasionally sucha believermay be preventedoy

his consciencefrom doing this. Therefore,should this be the case,the eldersmay at their
discretionadmitsucha personif theybelievethatit is in the bestinterestsof the personandthis

church.Beforesucha persons admitted he mustbe submissiveo instructionon the subjectand
prove to have a teachableand peaceablespirit with regardto the standardsof this church
respectingbaptism. Should such a membercome to agreementwith the convictionsof this

church, he must, then, be immersed.

SECTION 3. The Lord's Supper.

WhereasBaptismis the initiatory ordinanceby which one entersthe visible churchand should
be observednly onceby eachbeliever,the Lord's Suppershouldbe celebratedrequentlyby the
assemblecthurch (I Cor 11:26). While this is a most holy ordinanceand shouldbe observed




with solemnityanddignity, the breadandthe cup of the Supperareandremainonly symbolsof

the brokenbody andthe shedblood of our Lord JesusChrist. In orderto maintainthe purity of
this ordinancethe elderswill faithfully seekto insurethatonly true believerswho aremembers

in good standingof true churchesare admittedto the Table. True believerswhose church
membership involves unusual circumstances may be admitted at the discretion of the elders.

ARTICLE VIII: OFFICE BEARERS

SECTION 1. General Statement.

JesusChrist alone is Head of the church (Col 1:18), and He governsHis church through
office bearersvhom He appointsandwho are endowedby His Spirit with the gifts andgraces
neededto accomplishtheir work. Office bearersin the churchare of two kinds: elders(also
called "bishopsbverseerspastors”),and deacongPhil 1:1; | Tim 3:313). It is the duty of the
churchto seekanddiscoveramongits memberghoseto whom Christthe Lord hasimpartedthe
necessaryifts of office bearing,andafterformally recognizingghemby commonsuffrage to set
them apart by united prayer.

SECTION 2. Elders.

Paragraph A. Number, Source,and Calling. Whereasn new or small congregation®nly one
manmay havethe gifts requisiteto his beingrecognizedasanelder(sucha congregatiormay, in
fact, invite a manwho hasthe necessaryifts to comeand labor amongthem), the Scriptures
indicatethat normally thereshouldbe a plurality of eldersin the church(Acts 20:17; Phil 1:1).
These are also called "bishops" (meaning "overseers")becausethey are chargedwith the
oversightof the assembly(Acts 20:28;1 Pet5:2). They arethe "pastorsandteachers'given to
the church"for the equippingof the saintsfor the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body
of Christ" (Eph4:11,12).In view of the fact thatthe responsibilitiesof this office arenumerous
andgrave,it is highly desirablethatat leastoneeldershoulddevotehis full time to "laborin the
word anddoctrine" (I Tim 5:17). The churchis responsibldo give adequatdinancial supportto
suchmen (I Cor 9:911; | Tim 5:17,18),and it is free to invite men from outsidethe local
congregatiorto comeinto its midst and servein this capacity.Any man calledto the office of
eldermustjoin the churchasa memberandmustconscientioushaffirm his agreementvith the
Articles of FaithandConstitutionof this church.Shouldhe at any time movefrom this position,
he is under spiritual and moral obligation to make this fact known to the church.
ParagraphB. Rolesand ResponsibilitiesEldersareresponsibldor the spiritual ministrationsof
the church, the implementationof discipline, and the oversightof the souls of the church's
members'astheythatshallgive anaccount'to God (Acts 20:28;Heb 13:17;1 Pet5:2,3).While
everyelderis to be "apt to teach",somewill be more engagedn formal and public teaching,
while otherswill be moreengagedn pastoring(thatis, private teachingand admonishing)and
governing.Gifted menwho are not recognizedas eldersmay engagein public preachingand
teaching,providedthey are godly in characterand walk, but the exerciseof their gift mustbe
under the direction and oversight of the elders.

Paragraph C. Oversightof Elders. While eldersare overseerof the flock, they arethemselves
memberof the flock. Therefore eachelderasanindividual is underthe oversightof his fellow
elders and is subject to the same discipline as are all the members of the church.
ParagraphD. Number and Term of Elders. The churchshouldendeavotito discoverandthen
formally recognizeall the menwhom the Holy Spirit hasendowedwith the requisitegifts and
gracesto overseethe church,but only suchmen. Thus when men have beenordainedto this




